
ABOUT LCRF

LCRF History

Our Vision

Our Mission

Our vision is a world free of lung cancer.

The mission of the Lung Cancer Research
Foundation (LCRF) is to improve lung cancer
outcomes by funding research for the prevention,
diagnosis, treatment and cure of lung cancer.
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+ beyond!

Women Against
Lung Cancer
(WALC) is founded
by Joan H. Schiller,
MD.

Joan’s Legacy is
founded in honor of
Joan Scarangello
McNeive.

Steps for Breath,
the first run-walk
for lung cancer
research and
awareness in the
country, is
launched by
advocate Laurie
Carson.

Laurie Carson's efforts
create the Lung
Cancer Research
Foundation. Steps for
Breath is now Strides
for Life, LCRF's
cornerstone event.

WALC becomes the
National Lung Cancer
Partnership (NLCP)
and hosts its first Free
to Breathe 5K.

NLCP begins offering
free patient resources.

The first Lung Cancer
Action Summit is held
in Chicago.

Joan’s Legacy
becomes Uniting
Against Lung Cancer
(UALC) after joining
forces with like-
minded partners
across the country.

NLCP funds $1 million
in research grants – a
new  milestone.

NLCP becomes Free
to Breathe and
partners with the
Lung Cancer
Mutation Consortium
(LCMC), the largest
national initiative
testing lung cancer
tumors and matching
patients to therapies.

LCRF and UALC join
forces to make an
even greater impact
on lung cancer
research by
increasing the
breadth and depth of
their grant programs.

LCRF and Free to
Breathe merge to
make an even greater
impact on closing the
funding gap for lung
cancer research. 

LCRF’s nationwide
fundraising events
continue under the
Free to Breathe
name.

In 2024, LCRF
achieved its goal to
triple its annual
research investment,
and has funded a
cumulative $48 million.

By 2030, LCRF aims
to nearly double its
annual research
investment to $5
million.

The Lung Cancer Research Foundation has evolved over the years, but one thing remains the same: we are
determined to create a world without lung cancer. Together, we can accomplish more than any one of us can alone.
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