
Welcome!
Our program will begin at
3:00 PM ET.

Please stay muted unless you
are called on during the Q&A.

We invite you to use the chat
function to introduce yourself!

Chair, LCRF Scientific Advisory Board
Member, LCRF Board of Directors

Kathryn O’Donnell, PhD

Associate Professor, Molecular Biology
UT Southwestern Medical Center

MEET TODAY’S 
EVENT LEAD & MODERATOR



Special thanks to the sponsors of the 2024 LCRF Scientific Symposium



3:00 PM Welcome
Kathryn O’Donnell, PhD, Chair, LCRF Scientific Advisory Board

3:10 PM State of Lung Cancer Research
Brendon Stiles, MD, Vice Chair, LCRF Scientific Advisory Board

3:30 PM Lung Cancer Patient Advocacy
Colleen Conner Ziegler, Chair, LCRF Board of Directors

3:45 PM Presentations and panel discussion with Q&A
Hossein Borghaei, DO, MS – immuno-oncology
Lauren Averett Byers, MD – small cell lung cancer
Don Nguyen, PhD, BSc – brain metastasis
Joseph A. Greer, PhD – telemedicine and palliative care
Mark Awad, MD, PhD – KRAS

5:45 PM Closing remarks
Kathryn O’Donnell, PhD, Chair, LCRF Scientific Advisory Board

6:00 PM Symposium ends

Today’s schedule All times listed are
Eastern Standard Time



STATE OF LUNG
CANCER RESEARCH

Brendon M. Stiles, MD
Vice Chair, LCRF Scientific 
    Advisory Board
Vice Chair, LCRF Board of Directors

Chief, Division of Thoracic Surgery 
    & Surgical Oncology
Associate Director, Surgical Services
Montefiore-Einstein Cancer Center
Professor, Cardiovascular 
    & Thoracic Surgery
Albert Einstein College of Medicine
Montefiore Medical Center

Isabel Preeshagul, DO, MBS

CHAT MODERATOR

Chair, LCRF Education + 
    Engagement Committee

Assistant Attending Physician, 
    Thoracic Oncology
Memorial Sloan Kettering 
    Cancer Center

Chair, Board of Directors
Member, LCRF Scientific 
    Executive Committee

Colleen Conner Ziegler

Patient and Research Advocate

LUNG CANCER
PATIENT ADVOCACY



State of Lung
Cancer Research
Brendon M. Stiles, MD



Lung Cancer
Patient Advocacy
Colleen Conner Ziegler
Chair, LCRF Board of Directors
Research Advocate



Why is patient participation
important in research?

Our experiences are all different but as a collective,
we share what works best for the patient community
to ensure relevance and relatability.

Helps to explore barriers and solutions.

Is about conducting research ‘with’ or ‘by’ people
living with lung cancer.

Patients often are used in initial and/or end stage of
research. Understanding equity, respect, trust,
empowerment, clarity on roles/expectations may
facilitate patient involvement through all stages of
research planning and conduct.



What does patient
participation in
research look like?

Patients as research partners &
principals have progressively
become more important.

Patient involvement has gained
momentum in the last decade, with
patients identifying and prioritizing
topics, reviewing grant applications,
analyzing and interpreting data, and
disseminating findings.

Formalize engagement of
Patient Advocates in clinical trial
design and development:

Input on clinical design
Inclusion/exclusion criteria
Endpoints



Advocacy that moves research forward
Be involved. 
Connect with LCRF
and other groups to
raise awareness/
funding for research.

Engagement happens on a continuum. 
Not everyone will participate at the same
level, but every patient should be an
advocate for themself.

Be informed. 
Avail yourself of
educational programs
and conferences, in
person or virtually.
Ask questions.

Be proactive. 
Ask about trials that
serve to move the
science forward.



Challenges integrating research advocacy
into lung cancer research and clinical trials

Research advocates as partners with
researchers in cancer research has been
expanding, but challenges still exist.

How to connect the
research advocate
with the research to
be a partner.

Greater diversity and opportunities.
Patient advocates should be pulled
from the population being studied.



?

Questions to consider
Defining engagement

How are we engaging with research?

How should we be engaged?

What do we mean by meaningful
engagement?

Measuring success
How do we measure engagement?

How do we make our engagement
more methodical and consistent?



For clinicians and scientists
Recognize advocates’ skill sets. Before our diagnoses,
we were people from every walk of life.

View research advocates as equitable partners in
research process, not only clinical trial participants.
Advocates can contribute at all steps in the process.

Embrace collaboration for mutual benefit. 
Advocates enrich ongoing research initiatives as they learn
about scientific developments and future possibilities.
Researchers understand priorities of those affected by the
disease and focus on areas relevant to patients' needs.



Research advocacy and
barriers to participation
Conference participation. Advocates are often
responsible for the expenses associated with
conference attendance.

Access to current research information.

Opportunities for research advocacy training.

Physical – challenges of living with lung cancer.

Initiating and maintaining connection with
researchers/scientists.



Positive trends in research advocacy
People with lung cancer are often living longer, and
because of this more are engaging in advocacy.

Patient/research advocates have taken on a greater role
in the funding of research, raising significant funds both
as individuals and members of patient organizations.

Expanding range of advocacy activities including
grant reviews, focus groups, steering committees,
advisory committees, clinical trial protocol – and in
some cases, the engagement of a research advocate
is a requirement for research funding.



Hossein Borghaei, DO, MS
Fox Chase Cancer Center
Professor and Chief, Thoracic Oncology
The Gloria and Edmund M. Dunn Chair in 
    Thoracic Oncology
Department of Hematology and Oncology

Lauren Averett Byers, MD
The University of Texas MD
Anderson Cancer Center
Professor and Thoracic Section Chief
Department of Thoracic/Head and Neck 
    Medical Oncology
Division of Cancer Medicine

Today’s
presenters +
panelists

Mark Awad, MD, PhD
Memorial Sloan Kettering 
Chief of Thoracic Oncology Service
Solid Tumor Oncology, 
Department of Medicine

Joseph A. Greer, PhD
Massachusetts General Hospital
Cancer Center
Assoc Professor of Psychology, 
   Harvard Medical School
Co-Director, Cancer Outcomes 
    Research & Education
Clinical Psychologist, Center for Psychiatric 
    Oncology & Behavioral Sciences

Don Nguyen, PhD, BSc
Yale University School of Medicine
Associate Professor of Pathology and 
    Medical Oncology
Co-Leader, Cancer Signaling Networks, 
    Yale Cancer Center



Immuno-oncology

Hossein Borghaei, DO, MS































Small cell lung cancer

Lauren Averett Byers, MD



































Brain metastasis

Don Nguyen, PhD, BSc 

































Telemedicine and
palliative care
Joseph A. Greer, PhD

































KRAS

Mark Awad, MD, PhD
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Resources for patients
and caregivers

LCRFresources.org

LCRF.org/quicklinks

Order or download complimentary materials
about lung cancer and related topics

Find information about resources, trials,
patient groups, and more

(844) 835-4325
or support@LCRF.org

Lung Cancer Support Line:
Ask questions, get guidance and support


